
 

Annelle B. Primm, MD currently serves as the APA Deputy Director and Director 
of APA's Office of  Minority and National Affairs. She was born in Geneva, 
Switzerland, where her mother was a music teacher and father a physician. Her 
family later moved to New York and she earned a BA from Harvard- Radcliffe. 
She received her MD degree from Howard University and completed her residency 
at Johns Hopkins, and later her Masters in Public Health Degree, also at Hopkins. 
While at Hopkins in 1985, she co-founded a program called COSTAR 
(Community Support Treatment and Rehabilitation), which provides in-home 
mental health treatment to patients. Her has taken her to various institutions in our 
region, then she returned to Hopkins where she held the position of Director 
of Community Psychiatry. 
 
In 1999, Primm produced a videotape called Black and Blue, highlighting 
depression in the African American community, encouraging minorities to seek 
treatment for mental illness. In 2001, she produced the Gray and Blue, Video, 
helping senior citizens recognize and treat depression.  In addition to her work with 
APA, Dr. Primm maintains a small private practice and is a psychiatric consultant 
to "On Our Own," a drop-in center for adults with mental illness. She is a fellow of 
the American Psychiatric Association and the recipient of numerous awards for her 
work in the psychiatry community. She currently lives in Baltimore with her 
husband, Herbert and daughter, India. 
 
 
Beny J. Primm, M.D. has been the Executive Director of the Addiction Research 
and Treatment Corporation (A.R.T.C.) of Brooklyn, New York since its inception 
in 1969. As one of the largest, minority, non-profit community-based substance 
abuse treatment programs in the country, A.R.T.C. provides a multi-modality 
service and treatment program for approximately 2,300 men and women who are 
primarily the members of severely underserved populations.  From an early age, 
Primm wanted to be a doctor. After graduating from West Virginia State 
University and serving in the military, Primm attended the University of 
Heidelberg to study medicine, later transferring to the University of Geneva, where 
he received his M.D. in 1959. He has written more than thirty articles on addiction 
published in medical texts and journals.  He has also delivered speeches, lectures 
and keynote addresses around the world, and is a visiting lecturer at numerous 
academic institutions. 


